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2001 Mariposa Vineyard Red Wine

     The 2001 Mariposa Vineyard Red Wine is a meritage type blend we make from our own Mariposa Vineyard.  This vineyard site is located on southern and southeastern slopes above the Columbia River and next to the foothills of the Cascade Mountains.  The hill is relatively steep for a Washington vineyard, rising in an uninterrupted climb from 900’ to 1200’ above sea level.  This provides us with excellent frost protection as well as protection from severe winter temperatures.

     The four varieties blended in this wine are grown in various areas and at various heights on the hillside.  This means that different lots of the same variety will ripen at different times and therefore develop different flavor profiles. This is the first technique we use to make the wine in the vineyard.  Secondly, thanks to our dry climate – less than eight inches of rain a year – we are able to give our vines only as much water as we want to.  So, our entire vineyard is carefully stressed, achieving a yield of 3 tons or less to the acre.  Lastly, we manage the vines growth with vertical shoot positioning and leaf removal in the fruiting zone.

     The fruit is hand harvested when ripe, as close to 25% sugar as possible.  Various varieties will be harvested at the same time – for example Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec – and fermented together.  The fruit is fermented in small one-ton fermenters and manually mixed once a day.  Upon completion of fermentation – 10 to 20 days – the grapes are pressed off and the wine is racked into 1300 gallon barrels.  Since we do not use new oak we have realized we need to age our wines extensively and did not bottle this wine until August of 2006.  As we believe in focusing on the fruit all barrels are purchased used and therefore age the wine rather than flavor it.

     The blend consists of 38% Cabernet Sauvignon, 36% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, and 6% Malbec (Cot).  Our goal is to create wines of complex flavors and with this wine we have succeeded.  Bright fruit, tobacco, mocha and spice flavors combine with soft tannins in a harmonious whole that is drinkable now but will age for at least ten years.
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