[image: image1.jpg]WHITE HERON
C EL L AR S




Malbec 2005
     Malbec is a newer variety for Washington State although we planted our first Malbec vines in 1992.  It would appear that the variety Malbec originated in the Southeast of France, from the region known as Cahors.  From there it traveled all over France and was introduced into Bordeaux by several people, including a gentleman by the name of Malbeck.  His name has become synonymous with the variety although its’ original name and its’ official name in France is Cot.

     Malbec is the most widely planted red grape in Argentina where it adapts well to the sandy soils in the rain shadow of the Andes.  It is not surprising then that it would also adapt well to our sandy soils in the rain shadow of the Cascades.  Our vines are grown with a density of 2200 plants to the acre and we utilize deficit irrigation to stress our vines and maximize fruit potential.

     This wine was fermented on the skins for 22 days whereupon it was gently pressed off.  The wine was settled and pumped into barrels where it underwent malolactic fermentation and aging.  Our Malbec was bottled in the fall of 2007 and will comfortably improve with age for several years to come.  

     Our Malbec is darkly colored and full flavored, with dark blackberry, ripe plum, tobacco, and mint on the nose followed by rich fruit flavors and supple tannins in the mouth.
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