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Roussanne 2005
Roussanne is a white grape that is primarily grown in the Southern Rhone River region of France.  At the same time as we planted our Syrah plants in 1991 we also planted Roussanne.  It has grown very well on our site and showed no damage during the difficult winter of 1995-’96.  The grape’s name probably refers to the reddish tips of the leaves in the spring and the reddish bloom on the grapes as they ripen.

The grapes for this white wine all came from our own Mariposa Vineyard.  They were hand picked at 24 degrees Brix and crushed as whole clusters in the press.  The juice was fermented at cool temperatures and underwent malolactic fermentation.  The resulting wine was aged entirely in stainless steel and bottled in September 2005.

This wine is full bodied and rich with complex flavors.  The bouquet has various scents of tropical fruits, rose petals, freshly mown grass and mineral components.  The taste is big with light hints of bitter tannin in the aftertaste. Serve this wine with lighter pasta dishes, strongly spiced cuisine (Mexican, Asian, curry) and other places red wine isn’t quite right but a big wine is wanted.  It will fit the bill.
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